Licence to Build

Should all building companies in MASTER

the UK require a licence to build? BUILDERS

What is the current situation?
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What is being done

about this?
A report titled Licence to build: A pathway
to licensing UK construction was published
by the Federation of Master Builders (FMB) :
setting out the case for why we need a

: : , ‘In what other walk of life
licensing scheme to be introduced.

: could you have so much
The FMB established the Licence UK : re?ptonsflblllty regardmgdthe
Construction Task Force uniting like-minded : Safety of CONsUMErs an
organisations to drive the campaign forward
and develop a proposal for how licensing :
could work in practice. : Brian Berry,

Since then, the FMB and the Task Force have : Sl e T e s Ll

been campaigning for the Government to
introduce a licensing scheme.

not need any basic level
of competence?”

"Homeowners

shouldn’t have to cross

their fingers in the hope

that their builder will do

a decent job or turn up
for a day's work.”

Whatis a
licensing scheme?

A licensing scheme
would require by law
that all builders in the
UK must demonstrate
a minimum level of
competence to be ‘
able to operate.

Paula Higgins,
Chief Executive of
the HomeOwners
Alliance

What are the benefits?

A licensing scheme for UK construction would:

Remove incompetent and rogue Drive up quality, professionalism
traders from the industry. and productivity.

Offer a much higher level of Improve health and safety
consumer protection. compliance.

Increase construction output

i Enhance the image of the
to boost the wider economy.

industry.

How could it work?

The preferred model for a licensing scheme is still being developed in
consultation with organisations across the construction industry. One option is:

It could make
The scheme use of existing
would cover all frameworks for quality
construction assessment, such

A central
administrative hub
would be supported

by other industry
bodies that carry out
the job of licensing
builders.

businesses including as TrustMark — the
sole traders. Government endorsed
quality scheme.

Compliance checks
such as finance and Regular renewal

insurance and an checks would also
inspection of work be required.
would take place.

Who supports licensing?

40+  78%OF 86% OF

CONSUMERS
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Australia
Some states

What happens next?

The Task Force has been working closely with : ., .

Conservative MP Mark Garnier to promote the - There 1SRG
campaign in Parliament. A Private Members' Bill, : other option than for
called the Domestic Building Works (Consumer : a licencing scheme.
Protection) Bill, was debated in Parliament in : The UK needs this with
November 2021. the number of cowboys out

there. I've been fixing their
mess for 24 years.

D\/ Continue to engage with politicians and : Things have to change.
Govemmemt Qfﬁcials to promote the FMB Member
benefits of a licensing scheme; and :

The Task Force will:

D\/ Continue to raise awareness among
consumers through the media.

What can | do to support the campaign?

You can:

Find out more at www.fmb.org.uk/ Email or write to your MP asking
@ licensing/ and pledge your support by them to back the campaign to
emailing publicaffairs@fmb.org.uk licence the UK construction industry.
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